
 

Rationale 

for Reading 



Vision 

“Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.” – Frederick Douglas 

Our vision for reading at Salendine Nook High School Academy is for all students to leave us as 

proficient readers, able to access a wide variety of texts and vocabulary in order for them to enjoy 

and understand texts in their relevant contexts. We believe reading is the foundation of studying 

however recognise that we also have a responsibility to provide plenty of opportunities for reading 

for pleasure.  

 

Aims 

 Develop confident readers 

 Build lifelong readers 

 Support all students in their reading journey to become independent readers 

 Teach vocabulary to enable students to decode texts accurately 

 Foster tolerance and respect through literature 

 

 

The Research 

 EEF 

In the EEF’s Literacy Development Evidence Review from 2019, it states that:  

In modern society, literacy is involved in virtually all everyday activities. As a result, poor literacy 
impact on every aspect of life. Literacy education is such a core foundation of society that it is 

often used as a measure of socio-economic development. Poor literacy is estimated to cost the UK 
economy £81.3billion per year (World Literacy Foundation, 2015). Children with poor literacy have 

difficulty accessing the curriculum and are therefore more likely to have poor educational 
outcomes (McLaughlin, Speirs, & Shenassa, 2014; Ricketts, Sperring, & Nation, 2014). In the longer 
term, this limits employment options, increasing rates of unemployment (McLaughlin et al., 2014; 

OECD, 2013) and even impacts on health (DeWalt, Berkman, Sheridan, Lohr, & Pignone, 2004). 

Furthermore, 

The Department for Education (DfE) recently stated: ‘Nothing is more important in education than 
ensuring that every child can read well’ (DfE, 2015 p7). 

At Salendine Nook, we recognise that we play a significant role in ensuring that all children learn to 
read and write effectively. 

 GL Assessment 

Key findings from the GL Assessment Report 2019 highlight that: 

✓ A quarter of students at 15 still have a reading age of 12 or below. 



✓ There is a significant correlation between student reading ability and eventual 
performance across all subjects at GCSE, which is just as strong in maths and sciences as it 
is in arts subjects. 

✓ The overwhelming majority of students – four in five – will be less likely to have the 
literacy skills to access a GCSE curriculum at Year 7. 

✓ Those who lack specific subject literacy, which is difficult to acquire if students don’t have 
general literacy skills, will be doubly disadvantaged. 

✓ The gender gap in reading ability widens at secondary school, with girls outperforming 
boys, whereas the gap in reading ability between FSM and non-FSM students remains 
static between Years 7 and 11. 

At Salendine Nook, we recognise how important it is for children to be good readers in order for 
them to access the full curriculum and be able to achieve their potential. From these findings, we 
understand that students who fail to attain proficient reading skills will be double disadvantaged by 
the end of GCSE study.  

 

 David Didau, Closing the Vocabulary Gap 

But words are things, and a small drop of ink, falling like dew, upon a thought, produces that 
which makes thousands, perhaps millions, think. - Lord Byron 

Key findings: 

✓ In order to comprehend a text we need to know an estimated 95% of its vocabulary. If you 
know 95 percent of the words not only will you understand the text but you have a good 
chance of learning the other 5 percent. 

✓ If we want to make sure pupils learn this vocabulary we should concentrate on the ‘golden 
triangle’ of recognition, pronunciation and definition. 

At Salendine Nook, we value vocabulary and interleave this into all aspects of English teaching and 
learning, through library reading lessons and classroom-based study. Our vision is to ensure that 
vocabulary and reading are taught explicitly across the entire curriculum as all teachers are 
responsible for students’ acquisition of literacy skills.  

 

 Centre for Literacy in Primary Education 2021-22 

The report focuses on the changes in reading habits in light of the Coronavirus pandemic. Although 
targeted at primary schools, their research into reading for pleasure is an excellent indication of how 
we can continue to develop the enjoyment of literature and positive reading habits. Interestingly, 
the report highlights that: 

Taught reading practices such as Whole Class Reading, Group/Guided Reading and Shared 
Reading were also given increased priority since the return to school for all children. This was due 
to the fact that many were aware that they had to adapt pre-pandemic practices, or that they did 
not have the means to deliver these in the same way or with the same frequency during periods of 
lockdown, or with high staff absences or restrictions being placed on the adults that could come in 

to school. At worst, some practices were cut altogether due to lack of capacity. 



The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic for our school is clear within our reading data. More students 
are arriving at school below their chronological respective reading age. Please read our rationale for 
interventions later in the document.  

 

Assessment for Reading - https://www.literacyassessment.co.uk/ 

At Salendine Nook, we use the TES Literacy Assessment Online testing to generate up to date 
reading ages for our students in Year 7, 8 and 9. We test our students on a termly basis, and a 
Reading Report is generated and sent home to parents. Data from this is also shared will form tutors 
and all teaching staff (via data spreadsheets in SIMs) in order for this to be used to inform teaching 
and interventions across the whole curriculum.  

 

The Learning Resource Centre  

Our LRC is the heart of our school, it is a place where we bring young minds and information 
together for both enjoyment and advancement.  Our library is a vibrant and exciting place, which 
entices all young people to enjoy different worlds and perspectives that they may not otherwise 
experience in life. The space was transformed and renovated in 2020 and is now a focused space 
where all students are encouraged to read for pleasure, attend reading related extra-curricular 
activities and complete studies. The shelves are now stocked with a variety of exciting and 
contemporary genres, as well as more classic and traditional literature.  

 Extra-Curricular Activities include: 

✓ Book Club  
✓ Geek Retreat Club 
✓ Carnegie Reading Club 
✓ Newspaper Club 
✓ Book vs Film Club 

 Author Visits 

Where possible, we invite authors in to run workshops with our students to inspire a love of reading 
and writing.  

 Reading for Pleasure 

The LRC Manager places together weekly reading recommendations of new titles that we have 
purchased and this is communicated via our large screens across the school. We also place a 
regularly updated, comprehensive reading list on the English Curriculum page on our website 
located here: https://snhs.kirklees.sch.uk/curriculum-overview/english/. Both our LRC Manager and 
the English department run reading and writing competitions throughout the year, in conjunction 
with notable reading events such as World Book Day, World Poetry Day and our internal Scholar’s 
Fortnight event where in all subjects, students are set subject-related reading to discuss and review 
in lessons. We recognise that responsibility for building a culture for reading for pleasure lies not 
only within English, but across all curriculum departments. Therefore, we operate a ‘drop everything 
and read’ (DEAR) event at various points throughout the year. As part of our school equipment 
policy, all students must carry a reading book on their person at all times.  

https://snhs.kirklees.sch.uk/curriculum-overview/english/


 

Our Reading Curriculum 

At Salendine Nook, our reading curriculum has been designed to enable students to read 
increasingly complex and whole texts. Our English curriculum has been designed to include the study 
of whole, challenging texts in every year group – both modern novels, and 19th Century fiction.  

In fortnightly Library based lessons, Year 7 and 8 study short stories that address diverse themes, 
and are taught vocabulary explicitly through group/guided reading and discussion. For homework, all 
students in these year groups are given a copy of a novel and are required to read a chapter 
independently every two weeks. Following their reading, students complete a quiz to test their 
comprehension of the text and have opportunities to ask questions and discuss the book for 
enjoyment and pleasure. This enables students to not only develop their reading fluency, but also 
opportunity to read for pleasure so that they become proficient readers as soon as possible.  

In Year 9, students are set vocabulary homework and again complete quizzes to test their 
understanding of Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary. This accompanies their study of whole, challenging texts 
and is revisited when they do their summative AP assessments.  

In Year 10 and 11, we continue to explicitly teach vocabulary alongside reading full, challenging texts 
as part of the GCSE specification. We actively encourage students to continue to read for pleasure.  

 

Interventions 

Based on the Literacy Online Assessment, and staff referrals, we undertake a variety of intervention 
with students in Year 7, 8 and 9.  

With our students who have SEND, we use the Lexia Learning literacy programme which are 
designed to provide scalable personalised learning to students of all ages and abilities. Lexia was 
piloted by the EEF in 2018 and 2019 and the 2020 report concludes that: 

Children offered Lexia made the equivalent of two additional months’ progress in reading, on 
average, compared to other children. This result has a high security rating. 

In form time, our Literacy Coordinator has a Reading Form group that rotates on a termly cycle 
based on reading age test scores that show students are 18+ months behind where they should be 
chronologically. Students use Reading Plus which is an online reading programme that’s packed full 
of engaging texts for pupils to explore and enjoy. This learning programme teaches silent reading 
fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary with software that meets each student’s individual reading 
level. Reading Plus is designed to accelerate reading growth for students of all reading proficiency 
tiers over short periods of time, helping them to make significant gains in closing the achievement 
gap. Students who use the programme at regular intervals increase their reading age, gain the ability 
to master higher volumes of complex text with confidence which can lead to greater fulfilment and 
enjoyment of reading. 

 

 

 


