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Instrumental Music
Explore the piece by using the 

pupils’ knowledge and 

understanding of the 

Interrelated Dimensions of 

Music, musical contexts and 

musical language to make 

critical judgements about the 

music. AO3 Demonstrate 

and apply musical 

knowledge 20 

AO4 Use appraising skills to 

make evaluative and critical 

judgements about music

Mock Exam

Both appraisal and solo performance. 
AO1 Perform with technical control, 

expression and interpretation. AO3 

Demonstrate and apply musical 

knowledge 20 

AO4 Use appraising skills to make 

evaluative and critical judgements 

about music

Composing
Completion of Set brief 

composition. AO2 Compose 

and develop musical ideas 

with technical control and 

coherence.

AO3 Demonstrate and apply 

musical knowledge 

Appraisal Exam
Writing for Purpose and Audience

Article, Leaflet, Speech, Letter, Essay

Performance
AO1 Perform with technical 

control, expression and 

interpretation. 

GCSE Introduction

GCSE Introduction
Build on knowledge and 

experience at KS3. Consolidate 

basic musical vocabulary and 

Knowledge. Study exemplar 

performances and compositions. 

Look at the assessment criteria 

for the coursework tasks. 

Music for Stage and 

Screen
Explore this pieces by using 

the students’ knowledge and 

understanding of musical 

elements, musical contexts 

and musical language to make 

critical judgements about the 

music. Now that each piece 

has been studied, 

comparative and evaluative 

skills can be practised 

between the two.

Composing
AO2 Compose and develop musical 

ideas with technical control and 

coherence 30 

AO3 Demonstrate and apply musical 

knowledge 20. Composing runs 

throughout the year

Vocal Music
Explore this pieces by using the students’ 

knowledge and understanding of musical 

elements, musical contexts and musical 

language to make critical judgements 

about the music. This area of study is 

diverse but coverage at this stage should 

reflect 20th-century popular approaches to 

song writing, including ground bass and 

verse and chorus structures.

Performance
AO1 Perform with technical 

control, expression and 

interpretation. Performing is 

ongoing throughout the year 

developing ensemble and 

solo based performance 

skills  

Fusion Music
Explore this pieces by using the students’ 

knowledge and understanding of musical 

elements, musical contexts and musical 

language to make critical judgements about the 

music. Now that each piece has been studied, 

comparative and evaluative skills can be 

practised between the two.

6 of the set works are studied 

over the year through practical 

and theoretical exploration. 

Pupils gain a better 

understanding of the musical 

elements. They produce their 

final free composition and 

develop their performing 

skills. 

Year 9 serves as a ‘springboard’ 

into KS4. Students will study a 

mixture of different musical genres 

looking at music that is featured in 

the GCSE specification.  

Music in the Media
Understand the various ways 

in which music is used within 

a range of computer and 

video games from different 

times. Understand, describe 

and use common 

compositional and 

performance features used in 

computer and video game 

music. 

Band Project
Pupils revisit their understanding of typical band 

instruments. They will further develop their 

understanding of the Stave, tab and other musical 

notation forms as well as scales and tonality. 

Knowledge of varying musical genres will be 

extended.

Form and Structure
This unit begins by 

establishing what is “Form 

and Structure” in music and 

why Form and Structure is 

important. Through 

performing, composing, 

improvising and listening and 

appraising, pupils then 

explore four different musical 

structures: Question and 

Answer Phrases, Binary 

Form, Ternary Form and 
Rondo Form.

Dance Music
Understand the connection 

between the steps, movement 

and formation of dances and 

the inter-related musical 

features within the music that 

accompanies them. 

Understand how different 

dance music genres use 

different time signatures and 

metres and how these relate 

to the dance. 

Baseline: Assessment
Re-capping on previous experience and 

knowledge form KS2
Written assessment analysing students prior 

knowledge of music form KS2

Music for Stage and Screen
Compose, Perform, explore and evaluate the music 

from films, musical notation 
Building on: Performing skills through using their voices and 

musical instruments. Students will also create and compose as 

part of an ensemble. Students will explore how music is created 

through the inter-related dimensions of music and staff 

notation, whilst building on their confidence and communication 

skills.

African Drumming 
Re-capping staff notation, rhythm, performing, exploring 

and evaluating music from Africa
Building on: Composing and performing skills on African 

drums, with a focus on the traditions and historical context of 

African drumming. Students will develop a greater 

understanding of the Inter-related Dimensions of music within 

their  own compositions. 

Popular Music Studies
Focusing on popular music study, performing, 

exploring and evaluating music and looking/ 

recapping musical notation in the form of TAB and 

chord charts.

Building on: Performing skills in relation to popular music 

form the 1950’s to current day. Pupils will develop their 

appraising and listening skills and perform individually and 

as part of an ensemble..

Students in KS3 study 4-5 main 

topics, usually lasting a half term. 

Each stimulus based unit 

incorporates a composing, 

performing and written appraisal 

assessment. Reading is 

incorporated throughout, within 

use of lyric writing and reading for 

pleasure. Summative assessment 

is used within every lesson and 

formative assessment at the end of 

every unit.  

SMSC 

Expectations of audience, 

performance values and 

respect when playing and 

performing

Reggae
Identify the key musical features of Reggae Music through listening 

and performing.

Apply and build on previous skill and knowledge of Staff Notation, 

TAB and chord charts.

Perform as part of an Ensemble and individually.

Use your voice and learn a musical instrument.

Explore how Reggae Music is created through the Inter-related 

Dimensions of Music

Musical Futures
Listen, review and evaluate 

music from popular culture

Use your voice, guitar, bass, 

drums, ukulele to create and 

compose.

Use TAB, Staff Notation and 

Chord Charts

Perform as part of an 

Ensemble

Analyse Music identify the 

interrelated dimensions of 

music.

Post-16 Study 

(New College, Greenhead College, 

Kirklees College, Leeds College of 

Music)

A Level Music

A Level Music Technology

BTEC Performing Arts

BTEC Music Technology

Music Therapist, Music Journalist, 

Radio Broadcaster, Event 

Management, DJ, Composer, Music 

Publisher, Teacher, Performer, 

Session Musician, Artist 

Management, Promoter 

Instruments of the 

Orchestra
Listen, review and evaluate 

music. Understand and Explore 

how music is created
Building on: Performing skills 

through different orchestral 

instrument. Study how orchestras 

are put together and how this 

affects the Interrelated 

Dimensions of Music

Blues
Re-capping staff notation, rhythm, performing, 

exploring and evaluating music of the Blues and 

Jazz genre, Composing.

,Building on: Performing skills through Blues 

music and the key features used in this genre. 

Composing pieces in small groups including the 

main features of Blues music and appraising 

popular blues compositions and artists.. 

Hip-Hop & Rap
Blood Brothers, Fiction/Non-Fiction 

extracts 
Building on: Non-fiction writing skills and 

apply these to new formats such as news 

articles.  Exploring stage craft and how it 

effectively conveys relationships and identity. 


