
THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
LEARNING PRINCIPLES

Students will encounter a variety of challenging, whole
texts both fiction and non-fiction including classics and
contemporary fiction across a range of genres and
exploring diverse cultures.

Read challenging texts

READING

Students will have many chances to express themselves
creatively and discursively through written tasks integrated
with, and drawing upon the vocabulary of, the texts they
are studying.  

Write for audience and purpose

WRITING

READING

Learn new vocabulary 

Students will be encouraged to use their newly
acquired vocabulary to express themselves
confidently, thoughtfully and creatively. 

Apply vocabulary

WRITING

Students will, through reading varied, whole texts,
and by structured discussion of themes and
context, acquire new vocabulary to understand
the world and articulate their ideas and opinions.

Explore the roots of language
Where appropriate, students will be taught the
etymology and morphology of language to enable
them to comprehend and decode texts proficiently
and independently. 

READING

Use grammar/syntax accurately 
Students will be taught grammar and syntax explicitly
through schemes of learning and will be expected to
apply this knowledge in their writing, expressing their
ideas accurately and clearly. 

WRITING

READING

WRITING

READING
Students will be encouraged to read for pleasure during
library lessons, through homework 'chapter chunked'
tasks and through book recommendations/reading lists.
There will be lots of opportunities for reading events and
competitions to promote a love of literature - World Book
Day, World Poetry Day and our internal 'Scholar's
Fortnight' events. 

Read for pleasure

Students will be given lots of opportunities to
write creatively, expressing their ideas and using
their imagination. In both lessons and through
creative writing extra-curricular clubs, students
will be taught to plan, draft and re-write pieces,
crafting language thoughtfully. 

Write with joy

Practise comprehension 
Students will read for meaning and understanding as
the basis of developing critical readers, who can
recognise perspective and bias. Students will
appreciate how precise vocabulary choices can
enhance their expression and communication.

Interleave application of
new vocabulary
Students will revisit and review new vocabulary as
part of the summative assessment process. They
will be encouraged to think carefully about word
choices in their writing, crafting language to
create specific effects for the reader. 

We aim to nurture students who have a confident command of the
English language, enabling them to communicate and express their views

thoughtfully and effectively. 
 

We aim to do this by providing opportunities to:

READING

WRITING


