
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

This is just an update on the first week back. 
 

Everything has gone relatively smoothly so far. Our attendance has been excellent (up at around 98%) and there have 
been virtually no behaviour issues. Students are all wearing masks on corridors and the one way system, despite 
being quite cumbersome, is working really well too. Our students really have returned with great positivity and energy. 
The staggered lunches are working well too after some early teething problems and the break in classrooms is not 
causing any issues. The separate toilet arrangements make it a more time consuming to go the loo, so we would ask 
that students try to time any loo visit with when they are close to their designated toilet block. I realise it is not always 
as simple as that though. 

 
In terms of infection management we still have no Covid-19 cases to report but stand ready with a plan in the event of 
a case. The very latest guidance is that we try where possible to avoid sending home entire year groups. Instead we 
are advised to undertake a kind of small scale contact tracing exercise using our seating plans and discussion with 
any individual student who catches the virus. None of this has happened yet but there are cases starting to emerge in 
nearby colleges and primary schools. It is only if there are multiple cases in any year group that we would send all 
students home. 
We continue to review and re-visit our risk assessment. This has been approved by the Local Authority and a new 
updated version will be on the website later today. 

 
Our Governors (one of whom is a health and safety expert) are also due to undertake a site inspection to assess the 
effectiveness of our risk assessment. Further changes to the risk assessment may come out of this visit. 

 
So whilst the site has lots of narrow corridors and we have large numbers of students, we are managing things very 
well so far. 

 
Isolating staff and students: 
 
We have a small number of staff who are isolating but I must stress that this is just precautionary. It is usually because 
family members have some, but not necessarily all symptoms. As ever, striking the right balance is hard because 
many symptoms of the virus are also symptoms of typical colds and other bugs. This is only set to increase as an 
issue, as we approach winter. Managing this therefore requires common sense and pragmatism as well as a careful 
eye on our risk assessment. We do not want to end up in a situation where we have to partially close due to a lack of 
available staff. For this reason prompt action around testing following symptoms is essential. Our staff are fully aware 
of the protocols around self-isolation and testing in the event of any symptoms in themselves or in their family 
members. 

 
We have around a dozen or so students who are also self-isolating. Again there are no cases in either students or 
their family members that we are aware of. A number of parents have asked questions about when their child should 
isolate. This flowchart, also available on the website homepage, has been sent before but will prove very useful in this 
regard. In short it is only direct contacts with confirmed cases (or those with clear symptoms) who should self-isolate. 
So for example, if you have a child who is self-isolating due to coming into contact with a confirmed case, he / she 
should self-isolate. However any sibling is free to attend school as long as they are not in that ‘bubble’ and have not 
come into contact with anybody displaying symptoms. 

 
For any child who is working at home due to self-isolating, you should check the Show My Homework App. Work to be 
completed at home work be shown as ‘CLASSWORK’ to indicate this is the classwork that he/she has missed. 

 
Finally a plea from me. Please avoid using social media to comment negatively on concerns about school. At this 
time, with such heightened concern, any such comments only serve to cause distress. Instead, if you feel we have 
made a mistake or oversight, please contact me directly on the number below. It may well be that we can ease or your 
concerns, or it could well be that you have alerted us to something that needs action. Using social media instead of 
contacting us directly only leads to increasing tension all round and does nothing to solve the issues which will 
inevitably crop up from time to time. 

 
If you wish to discuss this or any other matter, please feel free to contact me. 

 
Darren 

 
Darren Christian 
Principal, Salendine Nook High School. 
Email:     dc@snhs.kirklees.sch.uk 
Mobile: 07717-822-283 

https://snhs.kirklees.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Covid-19-School-Isolation-Guide-for-parents-and-guardians.pdf
mailto:dc@snhs.kirklees.sch.uk

