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This document aims to inform parents of the 

knowledge and skills their children acquire and 

why they learn what they do over the course of 

their five years in Salendine Nook High School. 
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Our Vision/Intent 
 

In Child Development we explore the key characteristics of early childhood growth and development from 

birth to five years across the development stages. Students will be able to develop knowledge, 

understanding and technical skills throughout the areas of child development and be able to apply these 

to scenarios within early years settings.  

Students will gain knowledge and understanding of topics that are important to the early years, such as 

the importance of play and how child friendly environments help to stimulate and support this. By 

studying child development students will be learning about societal influences, which enables students 

to gain insight into all of the challenges, excitement and responsibilities surrounding children’s 

development.  

Child Development students are the future leaders of children’s early education.  

 

The Principles which Underpin our Curriculum 
 

Students study by: creating their own knowledge organisers with information that can be referred back to 

when completing coursework. Repetition of topics, interleaving with topics already covered. Quizzes and 

guided practicing of exam style questions. Research topics, group work.  

 

Topics are structured to link with the units and learning outcomes that are required by CACHE to enable 

students to build on knowledge and interleave. Unit 1 introduces students to the roles and 

responsibilities of an early years worker, which enables students to understand how an early years 

worker can support children in their holistic development, which is covered in Unit 2.  

 

The Research behind our Rationale 
Maria Montessori- early education is the key to betterment of society. 

 

Rosenshine’s research- repetition of topics underpins the structure of the course as unit 3 is a revision 

topic in preparation for exams. Students regularly review learning and revisit topics as they are used to 

build on learning from previous topics. Students are encourage to develop and focus on their own style of 

learning to allow them to approach learning in a style that suits them.  

 

 

Key Stage Four 
 

Child Development follow the CACHE Level 2 Award in Child Development and Care. This course provides 

students with the knowledge and understanding of child development and well-being necessary when 

preparing for working with children in a variety of settings. It is aimed at a range of learners who wish to 

be introduced to childcare and development for children aged 0-5 years. It also gives learners an insight 

into their preferred learning styles and assists in developing their ability to study. This is a vocational 

qualification that gives an introduction into the sector of early years care and education. Child 

development will introduce students to understanding the process of development within children and 

developmental psychology, factors that affect development and how to support children through 

transitions. This help prepare students for further study in areas such as A-level psychology, CACHE level 

3 awards , early years education and more.  

 

Year 10 
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Unit 1: 

This is an introductory unit designed to give an overview of the types of settings and local provision 
for children. Students will learn how to prepare for working in settings and the responsibilities of early 
years workers. Students will also gain an insight into their preferred learning style and develop their 
ability to study. 
Knowledge,  

During this unit student will learn about; 

the variety of settings that are available for children  

 the differences between the voluntary, private and statutory sectors and the range of provision within your 

area  

 the expectations of placements including appropriate dress, behaviour, timekeeping and positive attitudes  

 the responsibilities and limits of the role of the early years worker  

 the importance of treating children with fairness and equality and how to do this  

 the different learning styles that people use and how to identify your own preferred style and study skills.  

 

Skills: 

During this unit students will learn skills on how to approach different scenarios within an early years 

setting. Students will also learn the skills when using exam command words (Describe, identify, reflect, 

explain)  

 

Unit 2: This unit focuses on holistic development and factors that affect development. Students will be 

introduced to ways of observing children so that they can support development through appropriate activities 

and care routines. Students will also learn how to work with children when they move from one setting to 

another.  

  
Knowledge: 

 

During this unit you will learn about:  

 physical development from birth to 5 years  

 language development from birth to 5 years  

 intellectual development from birth to 5 years  

 social and emotional development from birth to 5 years  

 a range of methods early years workers can use for observing children  

 how to share observations with colleagues to promote development  

 the importance of confidentiality and recording accurate information (objectivity) when observing children  

 the factors that contribute to development  

 the care needs of individual children  

 the importance of supporting the health and well-being of the child  

 how to encourage and maintain good hygiene and hygiene routines  

 how to safeguard children to keep them safe and healthy  

 the importance of routines for everyday care in supporting children's development  

 

Skills: Describe, identify, explain, evaluate. Students will continue to develop skills based on exam command 

words, approaching different scenarios and planning for play activities to support development.  
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Year 11 

 

Unit 2 Cont: 
 recognising the importance of a secure base for children's development  

 the transitions experienced by children, and the possible effects on children  

 how to support children through transitions to provide consistency and reassurance including the role of 

the key person in the early years.  

 

 

Unit 3: Synoptic  
This unit will assess student’s knowledge about the development of children aged 0-5 years. They will gain 

more knowledge about the different types of care settings and responsibilities for those learning how to work 

with children. Students will need to show that they understand how children develop, what can affect their 

development and the individual needs they may have. Students will need to show secure knowledge of ways 

to care for children and simple activities that help them to develop in a healthy and safe way. Students will 

also need to show that they understand the ways to support their own learning.  

  

 
This unit is a revision of the knowledge that has been covered in the previous two units; learning about 

childcare and development of children aged from birth to five years. In this unit, students will look at the 

requirements of the exam paper in order to be successful in completing your qualification. Students need 

to be clear on the knowledge they have; this includes understanding how children develop, thinking 

about their individual needs and knowing about the responsibilities when learning about how to work 

with children.  

 


