
 

 

 

  

 

 

KS4 Curriculum 
Content 

 

Geography 



Year 
10 

Half Term 1 
September - October 

Half Term 2 
October - December 

Half Term 3 
January - February 

 The Challenge of                         
Natural Hazards –  
Weather Hazards 
 
Knowledge: 
 
Key idea 1. Natural 
hazards pose  
major risks to people 
and property. 
 
Definition, types and 
factors affecting natural 
hazards.  
 
Key idea 2: Global 
atmospheric circulation 
helps to determine 
patterns of weather and 
climate. 
 
General atmospheric 
circulation model: 
pressure belts and 
surface winds. 
 
Key idea 3: Tropical 
storms (hurricanes, 
cyclones, typhoons) 
develop as a result of 
particular physical 
conditions. 
 
-Global distribution of 
tropical storms 
(hurricanes, cyclones, 
typhoons). 

Human Field work:  
Manchester CBD 
 
Knowledge: 
 
There are six enquiry strands: Students carry out a 
geographical enquiry in Manchester to test if ‘Regeneration has 
improved environment quality in Manchester CBD’  
 
1. A suitable question for an enquiry: 

 
- the factors that need to be considered when selecting suitable 
hypotheses for geographical enquiry.  
- The geographical theory/concept underpinning the enquiry.  
- Appropriate sources of primary and secondary evidence, 
including locations for fieldwork.  
- The potential risks of both human and physical fieldwork and how 
these risks might be reduced. 

 
2. Selecting, measuring and recording data appropriate to the 

chosen enquiry 
 

- Difference between primary and secondary data.  
- Identification and selection of appropriate physical and human 
data.  
- Measuring and recording data using different sampling methods.  
- Description and justification of data collection methods. 
 

3. Selecting appropriate ways of processing and presenting 
fieldwork data 
 

- Appreciation that a range of visual, graphical and cartographic 
methods is available.  
- Selection and accurate use of appropriate presentation methods.  
- Description, explanation and adaptation of presentation methods 
 

4. Describing, analysing and explaining fieldwork data 

The Challenge 
of 
Natural Hazards 
and Climate 
Change 
 
Knowledge:  
 
Key idea 1: 
Climate change 
is the result of 
natural and 
human factors, 
and has a range 
of effects. 
 
Evidence for 
climate change 
from the 
beginning of the 
Quaternary 
period to the 
present day. 
Possible causes 
of climate 
change: 
• natural factors – 
orbital changes, 
volcanic 
activity and solar 
output 
• human factors – 
use of fossil 
fuels, 
agriculture and 
deforestation. 

Changing  
Economic                          
World  
 
Knowledge:  
 
Key Idea 1: Major 
changes in the 
economy of the UK 
have affected, and 
will continue to 
affect, employment 
patterns and regional 
growth. 
 
Economic futures in 
the UK:  
 
• causes of economic 
change: 
deindustrialisation and 
decline of traditional 
industrial base, 
globalisation and 
government policies  
• moving towards a 
post-industrial 
economy: development 
of information 
technology, service 
industries, finance, 
research, science and 
business parks  
• impacts of industry on 
the physical 
environment. An 
example of how 



-An understanding of the 
relationship between 
tropical storms and 
general atmospheric 
circulation. 
-Causes of tropical 
storms and the sequence 
of their formation and 
development. 
-The structure and 
features of a tropical 
storm. 
-How climate change 
might affect the 
distribution, frequency 
and intensity of tropical 
storms. 
Key idea 4: Tropical 
storms have significant 
effects on people and 
the environment. 
 
-Primary and secondary 
effects of tropical storms. 
-Immediate and long-
term responses to 
tropical storms. 
-Typhoon Haiyan - a 
named example of a 
tropical storm to show its 
effects and responses. 
-How monitoring, 
prediction, protection and 
planning can reduce the 
effects of tropical storms. 
 
Key idea 5: The UK is 
affected by a number of 
weather hazards. 
 

 
 - Description, analysis and explanation of the results of fieldwork 
data.  
 - Establish links between data sets. Use appropriate statistical 
techniques. 
 - Identification of anomalies in fieldwork data. 
 
5. Reaching conclusions  
 -Draw evidenced conclusions in relation to original aims of the 
enquiry. 
 
6. Evaluation of geographical enquiry Identification of 

problems of data collection methods.  
 - Identification of limitations of data collected. 
 - Suggestions for other data that might be useful 
 -  Extent to which conclusions were reliable. 

Overview of the 
effects of climate 
change on 
people and the 
environment. 
 
Key idea 2: 
Managing 
climate change 
involves both 
mitigation 
(reducing 
causes) and 
adaptation 
(responding to 
change). 
 
Managing climate 
change: 
• mitigation – 
alternative 
energy 
production, 
carbon capture, 
planting trees, 
international 
agreements 
• adaptation – 
change in 
agricultural 
systems, 
managing water 
supply, reducing 
risk from 
rising sea levels. 

modern industrial 
development can be 
more environmentally 
sustainable  
• social and economic 
changes in the rural 
landscape in one area 
of population growth 
and one area of 
population decline  
• improvements and 
new developments in 
road and rail 
infrastructure, port and 
airport capacity  
• the north–south 
divide. Strategies used 
in an attempt to 
resolve regional 
differences  
• the place of the UK in 
the wider world. Links 
through trade, culture, 
transport, and 
electronic 
communication. 
Economic and political 
links: the European 
Union (EU) and 
Commonwealth. 



-An overview of types of 
weather hazard 
experienced in the UK. 
 
Key idea 6: Extreme 
weather events in the 
UK have impacts on 
human activity. 
- Beast from the East - an 
example of a recent 
extreme weather event in 
the UK to illustrate: 
• causes, social, 
economic and 
environmental impacts 
and how management 
strategies reduce risk. 
-Evidence that weather is 
becoming more extreme 
in the UK. 

Skills • use and understand 
latitude and longitude  
• recognise and describe 
distributions 
• use maps based on 
global scales  
• analyse the inter-
relationship between 
physical and human 
factors on thematic 
maps. 
• use and understand 
scale, distance and 
direction 
• numerical and statistical 
information  
• photographs: use and 
interpret ground, aerial 
and satellite photographs  
• label and annotate 
diagrams, maps, graphs, 

• label and annotate diagrams, maps, graphs, sketches and 
photographs.  
• construct graphs to present data: bar charts, radar graphs, 
scattergraphs.  
• suggest an appropriate graph for data  
• interpret and extract information from different types of maps, 
graphs and charts 
• design fieldwork data collection sheets and collect data with an 
understanding of accuracy, sample size and procedures, control 
groups and reliability  
• draw conclusions from numerical data.  
• use central tendency, spread and cumulative frequency (median, 
mean, range, quartiles and inter-quartile range, mode)  
• calculate percentages                                   • describe 
relationships in bivariate data: draw lines of best fit, make 
predictions, interpolate and extrapolate trends  
• identify weaknesses in statistical data.  
• Use of qualitative and quantitative data from both primary and 
secondary sources to obtain, illustrate, communicate, interpret, 
analyse and evaluate information.  
• identify sequences of enquiry  

• use and 
understand 
latitude and 
longitude  
• recognise and 
describe 
distributions 
• use maps 
based on global 
scales  
• analyse the 
inter-relationship 
between physical 
and human 
factors on 
thematic maps. 
• use and 
understand scale, 
distance and 
direction 

• describe distributions 
patterns 
• use maps based on a 
global scale  
• numerical and 
statistical information  
• use ground and aerial 
photographs  
• describe human 
landscapes (land-use 
and settlement) from 
photographs  
• label and annotate 
diagrams, maps, 
graphs, sketches and 
photographs.  
• select and construct 
appropriate graphs and 
charts to present data  
• plot information on 
graphs                                                                      



sketches and 
photographs.  
• interpret and extract 
information from different 
types of maps, graphs 
and charts 
• draw informed 
conclusions from 
numerical data 
• identify questions 
• write descriptively, 
analytically and critically 

• write descriptively, analytically and critically • numerical and 
statistical 
information  
• photographs: 
use and interpret 
ground, aerial 
and satellite 
photographs  
• label and 
annotate 
diagrams, maps, 
graphs, sketches 
and photographs.  
• interpret and 
extract 
information from 
different types of 
maps, graphs 
and charts 
• draw informed 
conclusions from 
numerical data 
• identify 
questions 
• write 
descriptively, 
analytically and 
critically 

• interpret and extract 
information from 
different types of 
maps, graphs and 
charts 
• use measures of 
central tendency, 
spread and cumulative 
frequency (median, 
mean, range, mode)  
• calculate percentage 
increase or decrease 
• describe relationships 
in bivariate data: e.g. 
draw a line of best fit 
• Use data from 
secondary sources to 
obtain, illustrate, 
communicate, 
interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical 
information.  
• identify sequences of 
enquiry  
• write descriptively, 
analytically and 
critically 

Vocabulary 
Links 

Factor, hazard, risk, 
pattern, weather, climate, 
general atmospheric 
circulation model, 
pressure belts, surface 
winds, physical 
conditions, global 
distribution, hurricanes, 
cyclones, typhoons, 
extreme, atmospheric 
circulation, sequence, 
formation, structure, 
feature, climate change, 

Hypothesis, key question, method, data collection, data 
presentation, analysis, statistical techniques, appropriate, 
conclusion, relationships, reliability, evaluation, location, sampling 
techniques, primary data, secondary data, physical, human, 
longshore drift, hrad engineering, groyne, coastal management 
strategy, process, anomoly. 

Challenge, 
natural hazards, 
evidence, 
quaternary 
period, possible, 
natural factors, 
orbital changes, 
volcanic activity, 
solar output, 
human factor, 
fossil fuels, 
agriculture, 
deforestation, 

Economy, 
employment 
patterns, regional 
growth, economic 
change,  
deindustrialisation, 
traditional industrial 
base, globalisation, 
government policies, 
post-industrial 
economy, service 
industries, finance, 



distribution, frequency, 
intensity, primary effects, 
secondary effects, 
immediate responses, 
long-term responses, 
monitoring, prediction, 
protection, planning, 
reduce, effects, tropical 
storm, human activity, 
causes, social, economic, 
environmental, risk, 
impacts, management 
strategies. 

cause, respond, 
climate change, 
mitigation, 
alternative 
energy 
production, 
carbon capture, 
planting trees, 
international 
agreements, 
adaptation, 
agricultural 
systems, 
managing, water 
supply, reducing, 
risk, rising sea 
levels. 

research, science 
park, business park, 
modern industrial 
development, 
sustainable, rural 
landscape, decline, 
infrastructure, port, 
airport capacity, 
north–south divide, 
strategies, regional 
differences, wider 
world, trade, culture, 
transport, electronic 
communication, 
political links, 
European Union 
(EU), 
Commonwealth. 

AQA 
Assessment 
Objectives 

Natural Hazards Half 
Assessment  
 
 
To assess: 
 
• AO1: Demonstrate 
knowledge  
• AO2: Demonstrate 
geographical      
            understanding  
• AO3: Apply knowledge 
and      
            understanding  
• AO4: Select, adapt and 
use a variety  
            of skills and 
techniques  

Fieldwork Assessment   
 
 
 
To assess: 
• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge  
 
• AO2: Demonstrate geographical      
            understanding  
 
• AO3: Apply knowledge and      
            understanding  
 
• AO4: Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques 

Natural Hazards 
Full Topic 
Assessment  
 
 
To assess: 
• AO1: 
Demonstrate 
knowledge  
• AO2: 
Demonstrate 
geographical      
            
understanding  
• AO3: Apply 
knowledge and      
            
understanding  
• AO4: Select, 
adapt and use a 
variety of skills  

Changing Economic 
World Full Topic 
Assessment  
 
 
To assess: 
• AO1: Demonstrate 
knowledge  
 
• AO2: Demonstrate 
geographical      
            understanding  
 
• AO3: Apply 
knowledge and      
            understanding  
 
• AO4: Select, adapt 
and use a variety  
            of skills and 
techniques 



            and 
techniques 

Year 
10 

Half Term 4 
February – March 

Half Term 5 
April - May 

Half Term 6 
June - July 

 Living World –  
Tropical                          
Rainforests 
 
 
Knowledge: 
 
Key idea 1: Ecosystems exist at a 
range of scales and involve the 
interaction between biotic and 
abiotic components. 
 
- Ponds - an example of a small- 
scale UK ecosystem to illustrate the 
concept of interrelationships within a 
natural system, an understanding of 
producers, consumers, 
decomposers, food chain, food web 
and nutrient cycling.  
- The balance between 
components. The impact on the 
ecosystem of changing one 
component.  
- An overview of the distribution and 
characteristics of large scale natural 
global ecosystems. 
 
Key idea 2: Tropical rainforest 
ecosystems have a range of 
distinctive characteristics. 
 
- The physical characteristics of 
rainforests.  

The Challenge  
of Resource                                              
Management:  
Energy 
 
Knowledge: 
Key idea 1: Food, water 
and energy are 
fundamental to human 
development. 
 
- The significance of food, 
water and energy to 
economic and social well-
being. 
- An overview of global 
inequalities in the supply 
and consumption of 
resources.  
 
Key idea 2: The 
changing demand and 
provision of resources 
in the UK create 
opportunities and 
challenges. 
 
An overview of resources 
in relation to the UK. 
Food: 
• the growing demand for 
high-value food exports 
from low income countries 
and all year demand for 

River landscapes in the UK 
 
 
 
Knowledge: 
Key idea 1: The shape of river valleys 
changes as rivers flow downstream. 
 
The long profile and changing cross profile of a 
river and its valley.  
Fluvial processes:  
• erosion – hydraulic action, abrasion, attrition, 
solution, vertical and lateral erosion  
• transportation – traction, saltation, suspension 
and solution  
• deposition – why rivers deposit sediment. 
 
Key idea 2: Distinctive fluvial landforms 
result from different physical processes. 
 
Characteristics and formation of landforms 
resulting from erosion – interlocking spurs, 
waterfalls and gorges.  
 
Characteristics and formation of landforms 
resulting from erosion and deposition – 
meanders and ox-bow lakes.  
 
Characteristics and formation of landforms 
resulting from deposition – levées, flood plains 
and estuaries.  
 
The River Tees as an example of a river valley 
in the UK to identify its major landforms of 
erosion and deposition. 

Issue  
Evaluation  
DME 
 
 
Geographical 
applications:  
Should a reservoir be 
built in Abingdon?  
 
A synoptic exercise on 
providing reliable water 
supply in the UK will be 
carried out using a pre 
released booklet.  
 
 
Students will draw 
together knowledge, 
understanding and 
skills from the full 
course of study; they 
can show their breadth 
of understanding and 
an evaluative 
appreciation of the 
interrelationships 
between different 
aspects of 
geographical study.  
 
 
The assessment will 
provide students with 
the opportunity to 



- The interdependence of climate, 
water, soils, plants, animals and 
people.  
- How plants and animals adapt to 
the physical conditions.  
- Issues related to biodiversity. 
 
 
 
Key Idea 3: Deforestation has 
economic and environmental 
impacts. 
 
- Changing rates of deforestation.  
- The Amazon - a case study of a 
tropical rainforest to illustrate:  
• causes of deforestation – 
subsistence and commercial 
farming, logging, road building, 
mineral extraction, energy 
development, settlement, population 
growth  
• impacts of deforestation – 
economic development, soil 
erosion, climate change. 
 
Key idea 4: Tropical rainforests 
need to be managed to be 
sustainable. 
- Value of tropical rainforests to 
people and the environment.  
- Strategies used to manage the 
rainforest sustainably: selective 
logging and replanting, conservation 
and education, ecotourism and 
international agreements about the 
use of tropical hardwoods, debt 
reduction. 

seasonal food and organic 
produce 
• larger carbon footprints 
due to the increasing 
number of ‘food miles’ 
travelled, and moves 
towards local sourcing of 
food 
• the trend towards 
agribusiness. 
Water: 
• the changing demand for 
water 
• water quality and 
pollution management 
• matching supply and 
demand – areas of deficit 
and surplus 
• the need for transfer to 
maintain supplies. 
Energy: 
• the changing energy mix 
– reliance on fossil fuels, 
growing significance of 
renewables 
• reduced domestic 
supplies of coal, gas and 
oil 
• economic and 
environmental issues 
associated with 
exploitation of energy 
sources. 
 

 
Key idea 3: Different management strategies 
can be used to protect river landscapes 
from the effects of flooding. 
 
How physical and human factors affect the flood 
risk – precipitation, geology, relief and land use.  
The use of hydrographs to show the 
relationship between precipitation and 
discharge.  
The costs and benefits of the following 
management strategies:  
• hard engineering – dams and reservoirs, 
straightening, embankments, flood relief 
channels  
• soft engineering – flood warnings and 
preparation, flood plain zoning, planting trees 
and river restoration.  
 
Hebden Bridge as an example of a flood 
management scheme in the UK to show:  
• why the scheme was required, the 
management strategy and the social, economic 
and environmental issues. 
 
 

demonstrate 
geographical skills and 
applied knowledge and 
understanding by 
looking at the issue of 
providing a reliable 
source of water in 
Oxfordshire for Greater 
London residents. 
 
As this section is 
synoptic the 
assessment will 
require students to use 
their learning of more 
than one of the themes 
(managing resources, 
rivers, urban change 
and economic world) 
so that they can 
analyse a geographical 
issue at a range of 
scales, consider and 
select a possible 
option in relation to the 
issue(s) and justify 
their decision.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills • use and understand latitude and 
longitude  

• recognise and describe 
distributions and patterns 

• use and interpret OS maps  
• use and understand four- and six-figure grid 
references  

• use of qualitative and 
quantitative data 
secondary sources to 



• recognise and describe 
distributions  
• analyse the inter-relationship 
between physical and human 
factors on thematic maps. 
• numerical and statistical 
information  
• infer human activity from map 
evidence  
• be able to compare maps  
• photographs: use and interpret 
ground, aerial and satellite 
photographs  
• label and annotate diagrams, 
maps, graphs, sketches and 
photographs.   
• plot information on graphs when 
axes and scales are provided 
 • interpret and extract information 
from different types of maps, graphs 
and charts. 
• use of qualitative and quantitative 
data from secondary sources to 
obtain, illustrate, communicate, 
interpret, analyse and evaluate 
geographical information.  
• identify questions  
• write descriptively, analytically and 
critically 

of both human and 
physical features  
• analyse the inter-
relationship between 
physical and human 
factors on maps and 
establish associations 
between observed 
patterns on thematic 
maps.  
• label and annotate 
diagrams, maps, graphs, 
sketches and 
photographs.  
• complete a variety of 
graphs and maps – 
choropleth, isoline, dot 
maps, desire lines, 
proportional symbols and 
flow lines  
 • plot information on 
graphs when axes and 
scales are provided 
 • interpret and extract 
information from different 
types of maps, graphs 
and charts e.g. choropleth 
maps, flow-line maps, 
dispersion graphs.                
• identify questions  
• write descriptively, 
analytically and critically 

• use and understand scale, distance and 
direction – measure straight and curved line 
distances   
• use gradient, contour and spot height  
• use numerical and statistical information  
• identify landscape features and describe their 
characteristics from map evidence 
• identify major relief features on maps and 
relate cross-sectional drawings to relief 
• interpret river cross sections  
• use maps in association with photographs 
• sketch maps: draw, label and interpret  
• interpret ground and aerial photographs  
• draw sketches from photographs 
• label and annotate diagrams, maps, graphs, 
sketches and photographs 
• complete a variety of graphs and maps e.g. 
hydrograph and a cross-section 
• interpret and extract information from different 
types of maps, graphs and charts  
• use median, mean, range, mode  
• use data from secondary sources to obtain, 
illustrate, communicate, interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical information. 

obtain, illustrate, 
communicate, 
interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical 
information.  
• interpret and extract 
information from 
different types of 
maps, graphs and 
charts 
•formulate enquiry and 
argument 
• identify questions and 
sequences of enquiry  
• write descriptively, 
analytically and 
critically 
• analyse the inter-
relationship between 
physical and human 
factors on maps and 
establish associations 
between observed 
patterns on thematic 
maps.  
• use and interpret OS 
maps  
• four and six-figure 
grid references  
• use scale, distance 
and direction  
• use gradient, contour/ 
spot height  
• numerical and 
statistical information  
• be able to compare 
maps  
• use and interpret 
ground and aerial 
photographs  
 



Vocabulary 
Links 

Ecosystem, biome, scale, 
interaction, biotic, abiotic, small- 
scale, illustrate, producers, 
interrelationship, consumers, 
decomposers, food chain, food web, 
nutrient cycling, component, 
distribution, large scale, global 
ecosystems, distinctive, adaptation, 
education, interdependence, 
physical conditions, biodiversity, 
subsistence, commercial farming, 
logging, road building, mineral 
extraction, energy development, 
settlement, population growth, 
impacts, deforestation, economic 
development, soil erosion, latasol, 
leaching, climate change, value, 
strategies, environment, manage, 
selective logging, replanting, 
conservation, ecotourism, 
international agreements, tropical 
hardwoods, debt reduction. 

Resource, social well-
being, global inequality, 
consumption, provision, 
resources, growing 
demand, high-value, food 
exports, organic, carbon 
footprints, food miles, 
agribusiness, water 
quality, supply, demand, 
deficit, surplus, transfer, 
changing energy mix, 
domestic supplies, 
exploitation, surplus, 
security, deficit, insecurity, 
energy consumption: 
economic development, 
population, technology, 
physical factors, 
exploitation, production, 
technology, political 
factor, Impacts, energy 
insecurity, exploration, 
sensitive area, 
environmental costs, food 
production, industrial 
output, conflict, exceed, 
energy supply, strategies, 
biomass, wind, hydro, 
tidal, geothermal, solar, 
nuclear, extraction, 
carbon footprints, energy 
conservation, reduction, 
technology, efficiency, 
fossil fuel, renewable 
energy scheme, LIC, 
NEE, sustainable. 

Weathering, downstream, long profile, erosion, 
cross profile, fluvial processes, hydraulic action, 
relief, abrasion, attrition, solution, vertical, 
lateral erosion, transportation, land use, 
traction, saltation, suspension, solution, 
sediment, distinctive, physical processes, 
interlocking spurs, waterfalls,  gorges, 
meanders, ox-bow lake, characteristics, levées, 
deposition,  flood plain, estuaries, river valley, 
landforms, erosion, deposition, management 
strategies, flood risk, precipitation, geology, 
hydrographs, relationship, hard engineering, 
precipitation, discharge, reservoirs, flood relief 
channels,  straightening, embankments, soft 
engineering, flood warning, preparation, flood 
plain zoning, river restoration, flood 
management scheme, management strategy. 

Problem-solving, 
applied, secondary 
sources, physical 
geography, human 
geography, synoptic, 
consider, sources, 
scales, diagrams, 
graphs, statistics, 
photographs, satellite 
images, sketches, 
extracts, interest 
groups, contemporary, 
extended, judgement, 
apply, interpret, 
analyse, pre-release, 
resource booklet, 
geographical skills, 
issue, conflicting 
viewpoints, critical 
perspective, points of 
view, stakeholders, 
appraisal, advantages, 
disadvantages, 
evaluate, alternatives, 
consider, physical, 
human, 
interrelationships, 
reasoned, 
justifications, proposed 
solutions, physical 
environment 
 

AQA 
Assessment 
Objectives 

2b, 2e,3e, 3f, 4a, 4b, 4c. Resource Management 
Full Topic Assessment  
 
 
To assess: 

River Landscapes Full Topic Assessment  
 
 
To assess: 
  

Synoptic Paper 
Assessment with pre-
released booklet 
 
To assess: 



  
• AO1: Demonstrate 
knowledge  
 
• AO2: Demonstrate 
geographical      
            understanding  
 
• AO3: Apply knowledge 
and      
            understanding  
 
• AO4: Select, adapt and 
use a variety  
            of skills and 
techniques 

• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge  
 
• AO2: Demonstrate geographical      
            understanding  
 
• AO3: Apply knowledge and      
            understanding  
 
• AO4: Select, adapt and use a variety  
            of skills and techniques 

  
• AO1: Demonstrate 
knowledge  
 
• AO2: Demonstrate 
geographical      
            understanding  
 
• AO3: Apply 
knowledge and      
            understanding  
 
• AO4: Select, adapt 
and use a  
            variety of skills 
and  
            techniques 
 

 
 

Year 
11 

Half Term 1 
September - October 

Half Term 2 
October - December 

Half Term 3 
January - February 

 Changing Economic 
 World  
 
 
 
Knowledge: 
 
Key idea 1: There are global 
variations in economic 
development and quality of life. 
 
- Ways of classifying parts of the 
world according to level of economic 
development & quality of life.  
- Economic and social measures of 
development: GNI per head, 
birth/death rates, infant mortality, life 

Living World:  
Cold  
Environments 
 
 
Knowledge: 
 
Key idea 1: Cold 
environments (polar and 
tundra) have a range of 
distinctive 
characteristics. 
 
- The physical 
characteristics of a cold 
environment.  

Revision for  
Mock Exam  
 
 
Knowledge: 
 
Revision 1:  
Paper 1 - Physical 
Environment. 
 
- Weather Hazards 
- Living World: Tropical  
- Rainforests and Cold  
- Environments 
- Coastal Environments 
- River Environments 
 

The Challenge of                                                 
Resource  
Management:  
Energy 
 
 
Energy 
 
Key idea 1: Demand for energy resources 
is rising globally but supply can be 
insecure, which may lead to conflict. 
 
Areas of surplus (security) and deficit 
(insecurity): 
• global distribution of energy consumption 
and supply 



expectancy, people per doctor, 
literacy rates, access to safe water, 
HDI.  
- Limitations of economic and social 
measures.  
- Link between stages of the 
Demographic Transition Model and 
the level of development. 
- Causes of uneven development: 
physical, economic and historical. 
- Consequences-uneven 
development: disparities in wealth & 
health, international migration 
. 
Key idea 2: Various strategies 
exist for reducing the global 
development gap. 
 
- An overview of strategies to 
reduce the development gap: 
investment, tourism, industrial 
development, aid, using 
intermediate technology, fairtrade, 
debt relief, microfinance loans.  
 
Rio de Janeiro: an example of how 
tourism growth in a NEE helps to 
reduce the development gap. 
 
 
 
Key idea 3: Some LICs and NEEs 
are experiencing rapid economic 
development which leads to 
significant social, environmental 
and cultural change. 
 
Brazil: A case study of one LIC or 
NEE to illustrate:  
• the location and importance of the 
country, regionally and globally  

- The interdependence of 
climate, permafrost, soils, 
plants, animals and 
people.  
- How plants and animals 
adapt to the physical 
conditions. Issues related 
to biodiversity. 
 
Key idea 2: 
Development of cold 
environments creates 
opportunities and 
challenges. 
 
Svalbard – a case study 
of a cold environment to 
illustrate:  
• development 
opportunities in cold 
environments: mineral 
extraction, energy, fishing 
and tourism  
• challenges of developing 
cold environments: 
extreme temperature, 
inaccessibility, provision 
of buildings and 
infrastructure. 
 
Key idea 3: Cold 
environments are at risk 
from economic 
development. 
 
-The value of cold 
environments as 
wilderness areas and why 
these fragile environments 
should be protected.  
 

 
Revision 2:  
 
Paper 2 - Human 
Environment. 
 
- Changing Economic 
World (Brazil) 
- Urban World Rio De 
Janeiro and Manchester 
- Challenge of Resource 
Management 
 
 

• reasons for increasing energy consumption: 
economic development, rising population, 
technology 
• factors affecting energy supply: physical 
factors, cost of exploitation and production, 
technology and political factors. 
• Impacts of energy insecurity – exploration of 
difficult and environmentally sensitive areas, 
economic and environmental costs, food 
production, industrial output, potential for 
conflict where demand exceeds supply. 
 
Key idea 2: Different strategies can be 
used to increase energy supply. 
Overview of strategies to increase energy 
supply: 
• renewable (biomass, wind, hydro, tidal, 
geothermal, wave and solar) and non-
renewable (fossil fuels and nuclear power) 
sources of energy 
• an example to show how the extraction of a 
fossil fuel has both advantages and 
disadvantages. 
Moving towards a sustainable resource 
future: 
• individual energy use and carbon footprints. 
• Energy conservation: designing homes, 
workplaces and transport for sustainability, 
demand reduction, use of technology to 
increase efficiency in the use of fossil fuels 
 
• Chambomontera - an example of a local 
renewable energy scheme in an LIC or NEE 
to provide sustainable supplies of energy. 



• the wider political, social, 
cultural,environmental context within 
which the country is placed  
• the changing industrial structure. 
The balance between different 
sectors of the economy. How 
manufacturing industry can 
stimulate economic development  
• FIAT: the role of transnational 
corporations in relation to industrial 
development. Advantages and 
disadvantages of TNC(s) to the host 
country  
• the changing political and trading 
relationships with the wider world  
• international aid: types of aid, 
impacts of aid on the receiving 
country  
• environmental impacts of 
economic development  
• the effects of economic 
development on quality of life for the 
population. 

-Strategies used to 
balance the needs of 

economic development 
and conservation in cold 
environments – use of 

technology, role of 
governments, 

international agreements 
and conservation groups. 

Skills • describe distributions patterns 
• use maps based on a global scale  
• numerical and statistical 
information  
• use ground and aerial 
photographs  
• describe human landscapes (land-
use and settlement) from 
photographs  
• label and annotate diagrams, 
maps, graphs, sketches and 
photographs.  
• select and construct appropriate 
graphs and charts to present data  
• plot information on graphs                                                                      
• interpret and extract information 
from different types of maps, graphs 
and charts 

• use and understand 
latitude and longitude  
• recognise and describe 
distributions  
• analyse the inter-
relationship between 
physical and human 
factors on thematic maps. 
• numerical and statistical 
information  
• infer human activity from 
map evidence  
• be able to compare 
maps  
• photographs: use and 
interpret ground, aerial 
and satellite photographs  

 • use of qualitative and quantitative data to 
interpret, analyse and evaluate 
• interpret and extract information from maps, 
graphs and charts 
•formulate enquiry and argument 
• write descriptively, analytically and critically 
• grid references  
• use scale, distance and direction 
• numerical and statistical information 



• use measures of central tendency, 
spread and cumulative frequency 
(median, mean, range, mode)  
• calculate percentage increase or 
decrease 
• describe relationships in bivariate 
data: e.g. draw a line of best fit 
• Use data from secondary sources 
to obtain, illustrate, communicate, 
interpret, analyse and evaluate 
geographical information.  
• identify sequences of enquiry  
• write descriptively, analytically and 
critically 

• label and annotate 
diagrams, maps, graphs, 
sketches and 
photographs.   
• plot information on 
graphs when axes and 
scales are provided 
 • interpret and extract 
information from different 
types of maps, graphs 
and charts. 
• use of qualitative and 
quantitative data from 
secondary sources to 
obtain, illustrate, 
communicate, interpret, 
analyse and evaluate 
geographical information.  
• identify questions  
• write descriptively, 
analytically and critically 

Vocabulary 
Links 

Classify, quality of life, gross 
national income (GNI) per head, 
birth rate, death rate, infant 
mortality, life expectancy, literacy, 
Human Development Index (HDI), 
limitations, political, demographic 
transition model, uneven, host, 
physical, historical, wealth, health 
cultural, consequence, uneven 
development, tourism, disparities, 
international migration, strategies,  
development gap, investment, 
intermediate technology, fairtrade, 
debt relief, microfinance, 
development gap, cultural change, 
industrial structure, sector, 
manufacturing,  trading relationship, 
transnational corporations, TNCs, 
industrial development, international 

Polar, tundra, distinctive, 
physical characteristics, 
interdependence, climate, 
permafrost, adapt, 
biodiversity, development 
opportunities, mineral 
extraction, energy, fishing, 
tourism, challenges, 
extreme temperature, 
inaccessibility, 
infrastructure, risk, value, 
wilderness, fragile, 
strategies, economic 
development, technology, 
government, international 
agreements, 
conservation. 

Command word, 
definition, identify, name, 
state, list, rank, complete, 
define, shade, mark, 
label, annotate, explain, 
account, formation, 
physical features, human 
features, compare, 
comparison, similarities, 
differences, comment, 
calculate, with reference 
to, Illustrate, case study, 
examples, with 
reference, map, diagram, 
describe, explain, to what 
extent, evaluate, discuss, 
discuss the extent. 

Resource, social well-being, global inequality, 
consumption, provision, resources, growing 
demand, high-value, food exports, organic, 
carbon footprints, food miles, agribusiness, 
water quality, supply, demand, deficit, 
surplus, transfer, changing energy mix, 
domestic supplies, exploitation, surplus, 
security, deficit, insecurity, energy 
consumption: economic development, 
population, technology, physical factors, 
exploitation, production, technology, political 
factor, Impacts, energy insecurity, 
exploration, sensitive area, environmental 
costs, food production, industrial output, 
conflict, exceed, energy supply, strategies, 
biomass, wind, hydro, tidal, geothermal, 
solar, nuclear, extraction, carbon footprints, 
energy conservation, reduction, technology, 
efficiency, fossil fuel, renewable energy 
scheme, LIC, NEE, sustainable. 



aid,  receiving country, economic 
development.  

AQA 
Assessment 
Objectives 

Changing Economic World Half 
Topic Assessment  
 
To assess: 
 
• AO1: Demonstrate  
knowledge  
 
• AO2: Demonstrate geographical      
            understanding  
 
• AO3: Apply knowledge and      
            understanding  
 
• AO4: Select, adapt and use a 
variety of skills and techniques 
 

Living World Full Topic 
Assessment  
 
To assess: 
 
• AO1: Demonstrate  
knowledge  
 
• AO2: Demonstrate 
geographical      
            understanding  
 
• AO3: Apply knowledge 
and      
            understanding  
 
• AO4: Select, adapt and 
use a variety of skills and 
techniques 
 

Natural Hazards Half 
Topic Assessment  
 
To assess: 
 
• AO1: Demonstrate 
knowledge 
  
• AO2: Demonstrate 
geographical      
            understanding  
 
• AO3: Apply knowledge 
and      
            understanding  
 
• AO4: Select, adapt and 
use a      
            Variety of skills 
and  
            Techniques 
 

Resource Management Full Topic 
Assessment  
To assess: 
  
• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge  
 
• AO2: Demonstrate geographical      
            understanding  
 
• AO3: Apply knowledge and      
            understanding  
 
• AO4: Select, adapt and use a variety  
            of skills and techniques 

Year 
11 

Half Term 4 
February – March 

Half Term 6 
June - July 

 Revision for Mock Exam  
 
 
 
Knowledge: 
 
Paper 1 Revision - Physical Environment. 
 
- Natural Hazards: Tectonics and Weather 
- Living World: Tropical Rainforests and Cold 
Environments 
- Coastal and River Environments 

 

DME Issue  
Evaluation  
 
 
 
 
Geographical applications:  
AQA Synoptic   
 
A synoptic exercise on unknown issue 
will be carried out using a pre-released 
booklet provided 12 weeks before the 
summer examination. 

Summer Revision for  
Mock Exam  
 
 
 
 
Knowledge: 
 
Paper 1 Revision - Physical Environment. 
 
- Natural Hazards: Tectonics and Weather  

 



 
 

Paper 2 Revision 
- Human Environment. 

 
-Changing Economic World (Brazil and UK)  

 
-Urban World (Rio De Janeiro and Manchester) 
 
-Challenge of Resource Management 
 
 
Paper 3 Revision – Fieldwork. 

 
-Synoptic Paper with pre-release 
 
-Fieldwork Hornsea 

 
- Fieldwork Manchester 

 
Students will draw together knowledge, 
understanding and skills from the full 
course of study; they can show their 
breadth of understanding and an 
evaluative appreciation of the 
interrelationships between different 
aspects of geographical study.  
 
The assessment will provide students 
with the opportunity to demonstrate 
geographical skills and applied 
knowledge and understanding by 
looking at an issue. As this section is 
synoptic the assessment will require 
students to use their learning of more 
than one of the themes learnt so that 
they can analyse a geographical issue 
at a range of scales, consider and 
select a possible option in relation to 
the issue(s) and justify their decision.  

- Living World: Tropical Rainforests and 
Cold Environments 
 

- Coastal Environments 
 

- River Environments 
 

 
Paper 2 Revision - Human Environment. 

 
- Changing Economic World (Brazil and 

UK)  
 

- Urban World (Rio De Janeiro and 
Manchester) 

 
- Challenge of Resource Management 
 
  
Paper 3 Revision – Fieldwork. 

 
- Synoptic Paper with pre-release 

 
- Fieldwork Hornsea 

 
- Fieldwork Manchester 
 
 

Skills • use of qualitative and quantitative data to 
interpret, analyse and evaluate 
• interpret and extract information from maps, 
graphs and charts 
•formulate enquiry and argument 
• write descriptively, analytically and critically 
• grid references  
• use scale, distance and direction 
• numerical and statistical information  

• use of qualitative and quantitative data 
sources to obtain, illustrate, 
communicate, interpret, analyse and 
evaluate information.  
• interpret and extract information from 
different types of maps, graphs and 
charts 
•formulate enquiry and argument 
• identify questions and sequences of 
enquiry  
• write descriptively, analytically and 
critically 

• use of qualitative and quantitative data 
secondary sources to obtain, illustrate, 
communicate, interpret, analyse and evaluate 
geographical information.  
• interpret and extract information from 
different types of maps, graphs and charts 
•formulate enquiry and argument 
• identify questions and sequences of enquiry  
• write descriptively, analytically and critically 
• analyse the inter-relationship between 
physical and human factors on maps and 
establish associations between observed 
patterns on thematic maps.  



• analyse relationships between 
physical and human factors on maps 
• establish associations between 
patterns on thematic maps.  
• interpret OS maps  
• grid references  
• use scale, distance and direction  
• numerical and statistical information  
• interpret ground and aerial 
photographs 

• use and interpret OS maps  
• four and six-figure grid references  
• use scale, distance and direction  
• use gradient, contour/ spot height  
• numerical and statistical information  
• be able to compare maps  
• interpret ground and aerial photographs 

Vocabulary 
Links 

Command word, definition, identify, complete, 
define, annotate, explain, account, state, 
formation, list, compare, label, comparison, case 
study, similarities, rank, differences, comment, with 
reference to, calculate, with reference, Illustrate, 
diagram, example, explain, describe, to what 
extent, evaluate, discuss, discuss the extent. 

Problem solve, applied, secondary 
source, synoptic, consider, scales, 
diagrams, statistics, extracts, interest 
groups, apply, contemporary, extend, 
judgement, interpret, analyse, pre-
release, resource booklet,  issue, 
conflict, reason, viewpoints, critical 
perspective, points of view, 
stakeholders, appraisal, advantages, 
disadvantages, evaluate, alternatives, 
consider, justification, interrelationships, 
proposed solutions. 

Command word, definition, identify, name, 
state, list, rank, complete, define, shade, 
mark, label, annotate, explain, account, 
formation, physical features, human features, 
compare, comparison, similarities, 
differences, comment, calculate, with 
reference to, Illustrate, case study, examples, 
with reference, map, diagram, describe, 
explain, to what extent, evaluate, discuss, 
discuss the extent. 

AQA 
Assessment 
Objectives 

To assess: 
 
• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge  
 
• AO2: Demonstrate geographical      
            understanding  
 
• AO3: Apply knowledge and      
            understanding  
 
• AO4: Select, adapt and use a variety  
            of skills and techniques 

Paper 3 Geographical Applications 
 
 
 
To assess: 
• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge  
 
• AO2: Demonstrate geographical      
            understanding  
 
• AO3: Apply knowledge and      
            understanding  
 
• AO4: Select, adapt and use a variety  
            of skills and techniques 

Paper 1 Physical Environments 
Paper 2 Human Environments   
Paper 3 Geographical Applications 
 
To assess: 
• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge  
 
• AO2: Demonstrate geographical      
            understanding  
 
• AO3: Apply knowledge and      
            understanding  
 
• AO4: Select, adapt and use a variety  
            of skills and techniques 

 


