
  

Curriculum Content 

English – 

KS3 – 



Year 7 
Half Term 1 

September - November 
 

Half Term 2 
November – December 

 Being British 
Knowledge:  
Reading: Students will acquire foundation 
skills: identifying, inference and summarising 

ideas before moving on to skills such as explaining and 
evaluating viewpoints. 
Writing: Students will complete non-fiction writing including: 
diary entries and speeches. 
 
Grammar: 
Fortnightly lessons covering grammatical structures: verbs, 
tenses, simple clause structure, apostrophes and commas 
 
Assessment: 
Spoken English based on a speech  
Reading comprehension 
 
 
 

Introduction to Dickens 
Knowledge: 
Reading: Students will review the basic skills of 
identifying, inferring and explaining through a revisit to 
Victorian context as studied in ‘Being British’. Students’ 

progress to more advanced skills such as analysing and evaluating 
Dickens’ methods in a range of novel extracts.  
Writing: Students will complete pieces of creative writing, drawing on 
skills from ‘Being British’ such as writing to engage an audience. They 
use Dickens’ methods as a foundation to create atmosphere and 
character.  
 
Grammar: Complex sentences and adjectival lists.  
 
Assessment: 
Reading comprehension and abridged language analysis. 

Vocabulary Links Subject Vocabulary: Subject, verb, apostrophe, comma, 
simple sentence, infer, suggests, simile, metaphor, fact, 
opinion, idea, evidence, quotation, language technique/feature, 
anecdote, list, tricolon/triplet, superlative, statistic, ethos, 
pathos, logos, rhetoric, non-fiction, repetition, point of view, 
explain, text, perspective, diary entry, autobiography, 
persuasive, purpose, hyperbole, emotive language, 
Unit Vocabulary: 
Victorian, colonialism, empire, imperialism, Industrial 
Revolution. Tudor period.  
 
 

Subject Vocabulary: Subject, verb, apostrophe, comma, simple 
sentence, infer, suggests, simile, metaphor, fact, opinion, idea, 
evidence, quotation, language technique/feature, anecdote, list, 
tricolon/triplet, superlative, statistic, ethos, pathos, logos, rhetoric, non-
fiction, repetition, point of view, explain, text, perspective, diary entry, 
autobiography, persuasive, purpose, hyperbole, emotive language, 
Unit Vocabulary: 
Victorian, colonialism, empire, imperialism, Industrial Revolution. 
Tudor period.  

National 
Curriculum 

Reading: 1, 2a, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d, 6a, 6f 
Writing: 7a(iii), 7a(iv), 7c, 8a, 8b, 8c 
Spoken English: 10a, 10b 
Grammar: 9a, 9c, 9d, 9e 
 
 

Reading: 1, 2a, 3, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d, 6a, 6c 
Writing: 7a(ii), 7c, 7d, 8a, 8b, 8c 
Grammar: 9a, 9c, 9e 



Year 7 
Half Term 3 and 4 

January – April 
 

Half Term 5 
April - May 

 Novel Study: Oliver Twist 
Knowledge:   
Reading: Students will understand increasingly 
challenging literature. They will be able to make 

inference and refer to ideas in a 19th Century text. They will read 
critically through knowing how language including figurative 
language, vocabulary, grammar, text structure and organisational 
features work to create plot, character and theme which builds on 
what they have learned in Being British.  
Writing: Students will apply their knowledge and understanding of 
Dickens’ methods and Victorian society to create pieces of writing. 
Students will be able to write from different perspectives with 
empathy, describing character, atmosphere, and events through a 
‘show not tell’ approach. They will also build on prior writing skills 
to engage a variety of audiences.  
 
Grammar: Elements of a sentence, colons and semi-colons.  
 
Assessment:  
Reading – extract analysis 
Writing (interim) 
 

Shakespeare: A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Knowledge: 
Reading: Students will analyse increasingly 
challenging literature in the form of a Shakespearean 

comedy play. They will be able to tackle more challenging 
vocabulary in order to decipher meaning and the effectiveness of 
writers’ techniques. They will demonstrate an understanding of the 
dramatic features Shakespeare employs to create plot and 
character and understand the effects this has for an audience.  
 
Writing: Students will exemplify their knowledge of playwriting by 
creating a contemporary play script of one scene from A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream.  
 
Grammar: Sentence imitation, paragraphing and sentence 
openers.  
 
Assessment: 
Writing – Play Script 
 

Vocabulary Links  
 
 
 

Subject Vocabulary: simple, compound and complex sentences, 
form, novel, genre. Analyse, context, historical context, evaluate, 
interpretation, infer, revise/revisit, connote. 
Unit Vocabulary: Villain, victim, crime, social commentary, 
serialisation, Industrial Revolution, workhouses, poverty, criticises, 
morality, crime, capital punishment, irony, satire, colloquialism, 
rags to riches, pseudonym, prosperity, exploitation, depravity, 
benevolence, naïve, corruption, resolution, magistrate, gallows.   
 

Subject Vocabulary: listing and bracketing commas, topic 
sentences, paragraphs, introductions and conclusions, play, script, 
audience, comedy, personification, iambic pentameter, dramatic 
irony, soliloquy, monologue, stage directions, metadrama, 
malapropism, allusion, symbolism 
Unit Vocabulary: Carnivalesque, theatre, relationships, 
Shakespearean, mischievous, gender, unrequited love, conflict, 
Elizabethan era. 
 

National 
Curriculum 
 

Reading: 1, 2a, 3, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d, 6a, 6c, 6f 
Writing: 7a(i, iii), 7c, 7d, 8a, 8b, 8c 
Grammar: 9a, 9b, 9c, 9e 

Reading: 1, 2a, 2b, 3, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d, 6a, 6c, 6d, 6f 
Writing: 7a(ii, iii), 7c, 7d, 8a, 8b, 8c 
Grammar: 9a, 9b, 9c, 9d, 9e 
Spoken English: 10d 

 



Year 7 
Half Term 6 
June-July 

 

 Modern Play: Frankenstein 

 
Knowledge: 
Reading: Students will continue to apply their understanding of dramatic literary conventions through the study of a 
modern adaptation of Shelley’s Frankenstein by Philip Pullman. They will be able to understand Pullman’s process of 
changing 19th Century Gothic conventions to meet the needs of a 21st Century audience. Students will be exposed to a 

new genre of literature which will prepare them well for the transition to Year 8 when they are faced with the more challenging concepts 
of Dystopian fiction and non-fiction.  
 
Writing: Students will study a variety of Gothic poetry from Poe and other renowned authors of the period. From this, students will then 
understand the poetic conventions to apply to creating their own Gothic-inspired poetry.  
 
Grammar: Revisiting word-classes. 
 
Assessment: 
Reading – To analyse a key extract from the play with a focus on dramatic conventions.  

Vocabulary Links Subject Vocabulary: Topic sentences, paragraphs, introductions and conclusions, play, script, audience, playwright, prologue, epilogue, 
act, stage direction, frame narrative, stanza, poetic device, dialogue 
Unit Vocabulary: Convention, gothic, legend, narrator, grotesque, monster, monstrous, ethic, invention, experiment, guilt, innocence, 
supernatural, remote, gloomy, suspense, horror, thrill, tormented.  
 

National 
Curriculum 

Reading: 1, 2a, 3, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d, 6a, 6b, 6c, 6d, 6f 
Writing: 7a(I, ii), 7c, 7d, 8a, 8b, 8c 
Grammar: 9a, 9b, 9c, 9d, 9e 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 8 
Half Term 1 

September – October 
 

Half Term 2 
November - December 

Half Term 3 
January - February 

 Dystopian Novel:  
Fahrenheit 451/ 
Hunger Games  
 
Knowledge: 

Students will begin Year 8 studying the 
challenging genre of Dystopian fiction. 
Higher prior-attaining students will study 
Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 whilst middle 
prior-attaining students will study Collins’ 
Hunger Games. Both novels will 
encourage students to understand how 
writers are able to create an imaginary 
world, which explores key relevant issues 
within society. There will be links back to 
Being British to allow students to make 
connections between the plot, theme and 
character and issues within present day 
society. Students will read texts being 
able to discuss the development of key 
themes and analyse the effect these have 
for the reader. Students will be identifying 
and critically examining the methods 
manipulated by the writer. In particular, 
students will explore how these writers 
use language to create symbolic settings 
and then apply this to their own piece of 
Dystopian creative writing.  
Students will apply their grammatical and 
literary understanding to create their own 
Dystopian story opening. Building on Year 
7, students will have reviewed creating 
character, setting and writing for purpose 
to engage an audience. Students will 
utilise the methods from writers studied 
across both years and will now have the 

Dystopian Genre:  
 
Knowledge:  
Students will continue to 

demonstrate their understanding of the 
conventions of Dystopian literature, 
exploring writers’ methods. Students will 
analyse, evaluate and decode language in 
Dystopian fiction extracts. In addition, 
students will read a range of non-fiction 
extracts linked to modern issues, 
developing their ability to convey a 
personal, original response by evaluating 
the impact of the text for the reader. 
Students will draw on their knowledge of 
non-fiction forms from year 7. In addition to 
speeches, students will create a variety of 
non-fiction forms, which will focus of the 
purposes to persuade, inform and argue.  
 
Grammar: Tenses, auxiliary verbs, subject-
verb agreement.  
 
Assessment: 
Non-fiction Speaking and Listening podcast 

Romance: 
 
Knowledge:  
Students will build on their 

knowledge of poetic methods gained from the 
Gothic unit and apply these to a different 
genre of poetry. Students will explore and 
compare how poets use and manipulate 
language, form and structure in order to 
present powerful, personal messages. In the 
second half of this unit, students will delve 
back into non-fiction form, exploring and 
analysing a variety of letters, and will be able 
to articulate the differences in communication 
over time.  
 
 
Grammar: Sentence demarcation and 
standard vs. colloquial English  
 
Assessment: 
Reading – Poetry analysis  



opportunity to employ and experiment 
with these techniques themselves.  
 
Grammar: Adverbs, 
comparative/superlative adjectives, nouns 
and plural nouns.  
 
Assessment: 
Writing – Creative fictional  
 

Vocabulary Links Subject Vocabulary: Social and 
historical context, create, infer, interpret, 
analyse, evaluate, empathise, theme, 
chapter, plot, character, setting, non-
fiction, heading, subheading, idea, 
newspaper, article, rhetoric, persuasive 
devices, inform, argue, topic, idea,  
From 2020: adverbs, comparative and 
superlative adjectives, nouns, plural 
nouns, the genitive case (the apostrophe), 
contraction.  
Unit Vocabulary: Dystopian, 
conventions, genre, antagonist, 
protagonist, surveillance, propaganda, 
citizen, dehumanized, banished, utopian, 
political, restrict, control, uniform 
expectations, illusion, censorship, 
rebellion, tyrannical, totalitarian, 
dictatorship, conformity, climate change, 
social issues, podcast 

Subject Vocabulary: Social and historical 
context, create, infer, interpret, analyse, 
evaluate, empathise, theme, chapter, plot, 
character, setting, non-fiction, heading, 
subheading, idea, newspaper, article, 
rhetoric, persuasive devices, inform, argue, 
topic, idea,  
From 2020: adverbs, comparative and 
superlative adjectives, nouns, plural nouns, 
the genitive case (the apostrophe), 
contraction.  
Unit Vocabulary: Dystopian, conventions, 
genre, antagonist, protagonist, surveillance, 
propaganda, citizen, dehumanized, 
banished, utopian, political, restrict, control, 
uniform expectations, illusion, censorship, 
rebellion, tyrannical, totalitarian, 
dictatorship, conformity, climate change, 
social issues, podcast 
 

Subject Vocabulary: Compound-complex 
sentences, noun appositive phrases, 
conjunctive adverbs, semi colons. Romance, 
poetic device, imagery, stanza, sonnet, 
context, personification, imagery, explore, 
analyse, examine, form and structure, 
compare, synthesise, rhythm, rhyme scheme, 
figurative language, semantic field, 
juxtaposition, ambiguity, persona, dramatic 
monologue, caesura, meter, free verse, 
iambic pentameter 
Unit Vocabulary: Romantic notion, 
romanticism, emotion, nature, heroism, 
idealism, love. 
 

National 
Curriculum 
 
 
 

Reading: 1, 2a, 2c, 3, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d, 6a, 
6c, 6f 
Writing: 7a(i, ii), 7c, 7d, 8a, 8b, 8c 
Grammar: 9a, 9b, 9c, 9d, 9e 
 

Reading: 1, 2a, 2c, 3, 4*, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d, 6a, 
6c, 6f 
Writing: 7a(ii, iii, iv), 7b, 7c, 7d, 8a, 8b, 8c 
Spoken English: 10a, 10b, 10c 
Grammar: 9a, 9c, 9d, 9e 
 

Reading: 1, 2a, 2c, 3, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d, 6a, 6b, 
6e, 6f 
Grammar: 9a, 9c, 9d, 9e 
 

Year 8 
Half Term 4 

February - March 
Half Term 5 
April – May 

 

Half Term 6 
June - July 

 Shakespeare: Othello Struggles in Society Blood Brothers 



 
Knowledge 
Students revisit the 
challenging literature of 

William Shakespeare this time exploring 
the tragedy of Othello. Students will 
develop further understanding of the 
methods used by Shakespeare, 
examining the dramatic conventions used 
to portray the issues of race, gender and 
marriage within the social and political 
context of Elizabethan society. Students 
will therefore be encouraged to make 
links to present day society; in particular, 
the struggles and tragedies. This will 
allow them to examine and evaluate how 
audience response has developed and 
changed over time.  
 
Grammar: Word families – morphology, 
grammar and meaning. 
 
Assessment: 
Reading assessment – extract analysis  
 

 
Knowledge 
Students will analyse a range of 
fiction and non-fiction extracts 

relating to issues such as race, class, 
gender, and sexual orientation. By 
identifying a variety of viewpoints, students 
will be able to explore how writers and 
speakers manipulate the structure and 
presentation of language for effect. 
Students will hone their own persuasive and 
argumentative writing skills to consider how 
they can personally challenge or critique 
ideas to leave an effect on their own 
audience. Explicit teaching of persuasive 
language and structural techniques is 
embedded to enhance students’ ability to 
write for a clear purpose.   
 
Grammar: Root words 

 
Assessment: 
Non-fiction Writing – Newspaper Article 

 
Knowledge 
Students will study the 
contemporary text Blood 
Brothers, and build on their 

critical exploration of the themes of class, 
gender and romance considered in previous 
units. Students will compare the ways in 
which historical, social and cultural contexts 
can affect the style and construction of 
narrative characters. Students will analyse 
methods and how these can be used to 
present a critical message of society. They 
will demonstrate an understanding to 
Russell’s intentions by evaluating dramatic 
literary conventions with confidence and 
clarity.    
 
Grammar: Homophones, synonyms and 
antonyms  
 
Assessment: 
Reading assessment – extract analysis  
 

Vocabulary Links 
 

Subject Vocabulary: Compound-
complex sentences, noun appositive 
phrases, conjunctive adverbs, semi 
colons. Tragedy, play, script, audience, 
personification, iambic pentameter, 
dramatic irony, soliloquy, monologue, 
stage directions 
Unit Vocabulary: Race/race issues, 
marriage, cuckoldry, courtly love, 
Elizabethan/Jacobean, damnation, 
patriarchy, hubris, hamartia, subversive, 
pathos, foil.  
 

Subject Vocabulary: Connections between 
sentences, proofreading, drafting and 
rewriting, non-fiction, heading, subheading, 
idea, newspaper, article, rhetoric, 
persuasive devices, inform, argue, topic, 
idea 
Unit Vocabulary: Race, class, gender, 
sexual orientation, social struggles, 
inequality, class issues, poverty, feminism, 
disadvantage, culture, society, education, 
masses, bureaucracy, individuality, 
conformity, non-conformity, free will, 
oppression, political activism.  
 

Subject Vocabulary: Connections between 
sentences, proofreading, drafting and editing.  
Unit Vocabulary: Social class, inequality, 
money, fate, parenthood, superstition, 
violence, childhood, nature vs nurture, 
poverty, wealth, contrast, irony, society, 
unemployment, welfare, destiny.  
 
 

National 
Curriculum 

Reading: 1, 2a, 2b, 3, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d, 6a, 
6c, 6d, 6f 

Reading: 1, 2a, 2c, 3, 4*, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d, 6a, 
6c, 6f 

Reading: 1, 2a, 3, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d, 6a, 6c, 6d, 
6e, 6f 



Grammar: 9a, 9b, 9c, 9d, 9e 
 

Writing: 7a(iv), 7b, 7c, 7d, 8a, 8b, 8c 
Grammar: 9a, 9b, 9c, 9d, 9e 
 

Grammar: 9a, 9b, 9c, 9d, 9e 
 

 


